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That  in  all  the  Libels,   Re- 

monflrances,  and  pretended  Letters  a- 
gainft  j4  New  Method  of  Levying  the  Du^ 
ties  on  Tobacco  andWme,  there  is  not 
fo  much  as  one  Word  worth  anfwering. 
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THE 


Genuine  Thoughts 

O  F    A 

MERCHANT,e'c. 


RITERS  of  all  Kinds  feldom 
fhew  their  Modefty  in  any 
thing  fo  much  as  in  a  Jealoufy, 
that  any  other  Name  and  Cha- 
rafter  will  fucceed  in  the  World 
better  than  their  own,  and  therefore  ic 
is  we  have  fo  many  Difguifes  of  both  the 
one  and  the  other  in  the  Title  Pages  of 
Books  and  Pamphlets.  But  the  Thoughts 
communicated  to  the  Publick  in  thefe  few 
Pages  are  owing  to  the  genuine  Sentiments 
of  a  Merchant  ;  one  of  the  moft  eminent 
of  his  Profeflion  both  for  Capacity  and  Ex- 
perience, who  upon  my  defiring  him  to 
give  me  his  Opinion  of  a  Scheme  for 
A  2  a 


[4] 


a  new  Method  of  Levying  the  Duties  on 
Tobacco^  IVine,  &cc,  fent  me  an  Anfvver  in 
a  very  fcv/  Lines,  which  inade  me  a  Con- 
vc-rt  from  the  popular  Notion  to  that  of 
Men  of  Knowledge  and  Pradiice.  His 
Words  are  : 

I  cannot  relate  to  Ton  hozu  mad  People  are 
about  the  Phantom  Excife.  They  are  a 
Fire,  and  if  Afatters  go  on  for  a  Month 
to  conu\  as  they  have  done  for  a  Month  fafly 
hic6  fljall  have  it  2^  Party-Word^  the  Mafk 
cf  Dijlindiion,  ^j  Sacheverel  and  the  Church. 
in  Danger  were  in  ^een  Anne'j  'Time^  and 
with  as  little  Reafon  and  perhaps^  as  much 
Corfufion  and  Detriment  to  the  Publick. 
There  is  no  mere  daring  to  tell  one^s  Mind  upon 
it,  than  there  was  then  to  fpcak  truly  of  the 
Then  Miniflry,  or  the  peace.  But  if  /, 
*who  have  lived  abroad  in  Holland,  Ham- 
burgh^ and  other  Trading  Countries  and 
Towns,  might  declare  my  Oi'mion  grounded  on 
what  I  faw  to  be  the  good  Effeois  of  their  Way 
cf  Taxing,  I  mufi  needs  own,  if  a  Way  is 
fcund  out  to  remedy  theEvil.that  is  feared  from 
Excifemen,  and  ike  Method  of  Surveying 
Goods  and  Colle5llng  the  Duty  made  eafy,  _  / 
can  think  no  oiherwife,  but  that  the  Lepning 
the  Cufloms  and  Taxing  Goods  by  Excife 
would  be  a  great  Blejfing  to  this  Nation,  and 
effe^ually  make  usfJjare  with  our  Neighbours 
in  being  the  commcn  Storehoufe  of  Europe. 
Indeed  excepting  that  one  Objeftion  about  Ex- 
cifemen, 


C5  ] 

cifemen,  /  never  heard  a  fingleWord  againfi 
Excife  which  deferves  an  Anfwer.  But  in- 
fiead  of  Argument  the  very  Jacobites 
and  Tories  cry  out^  Liberty,  Liberty, 
No  Excife,  No  Excife,  as  1  heard  that 
Sort  of  People  cry  out  in  Cheapfide,  when 
Cafs  Newlan'd,  i^c.  oppofed  the  Four  Mer- 
chants,   No  Merchants,  No  Trade. 

Which  jufl  Obfervations  of  his  pleas'd 
me  fo  well,  that  it  led  me  into  a  new  Way 
of  thinking,  and  adding  fome  of  my  own 
to  His,  I  return'd  the  whole  to  him  in  the 
following  Form  : 

The  only  Difference  between  the  Cla- 
mour now  raifed  againft  the  6'f/6^;«^,  which 
by  the  way  none  of  the  Clamourers  ever 
faw,  and  that  about  the  Church's  Danger 
is,  that  in  the  former,  none  but  Jacobites 
and  Tories  cried  aloud  andfpraed  not,  but  now 
fome  deluded  JVhigs  and  Dijfentcrs  join  in 
wich  the  'Tories  and  Jacobites  in  the  Op- 
pofitions  railed  and  fomented  at  firft  by 
the  latter,  only  for  Oppofition  Sake, 
out  of  Envy  to  thofe  that  form'd  it,  or 
caus'd  it  to  be  formed.  For  to  imagine, 
that  People  were  in  their  right  Senfes,  or 
had  any  at  all,  when  they  gave  Judgment  of 
aThing  that  never  came  to  their  Knowledge, 
is  as  prepofterous  as  to  hear  a  Weaver  of 
Norwich,  or  a  Hatter  of  Southwark,  tell  us, 
what  is  the  true  Intereft  of  a  Virginia  or 
Portugal  Merchant.  Wc 
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We  fnall  not  enquire,  v/hat  Reafons  the 
Portugal  or  Virginia  Merchant  has  to  oppofe 
what  they  knew  nothing  more  of,  than  a 
Name  ihey  themfelves  have  given  it,  but 
if  it  is  the  Intention  of  the  Legiflature, 
when  a  Duty  is  laid  to  have  it  levied  in 
the  befl  Manner  to  anfwer  the  End  for 
which  it  was  given,  then  certainly  that 
Method  of  Levying  it  which  beft  anfwers 
that  End,  and  is  no  way  prejudicial  to  the 
Subjeft,  either  in  his  Property  or  Liberty, 
according  to  the  Conflrudlion  of  the  Law 
is  the  beft,  and  he  has  no  Reafon  to  com- 
plain, that  his  Liberty  or  Property  are  af- 
fected, when  it  is  only  in  the  due  and  de- 
cent Exemption  of  it. 

As  to  the  Inconveniencies  of  Excifemen^ 
they  are  not  fuch  as  are  irremediable,  and 
there  is  nothing  elfe,  according  to  the  Mer- 
chant abovemtiin'on'd    to    be   obje<fled   a- 
gainft  an  Exciie.     But  it  ought  to  "be  re- 
mark'd,    that  People   are   fo  little  pleased 
with  a!i  Sorts  of  Payments  to  the  Publick, 
that  the  Officers  employed  in  them  are  al- 
ways  their   Averfion.       One   would   think 
thofe  that  are  employ'd  in  coIle6ling  Cha- 
rities  for   the   Poor,    and  in  furveying   the 
Hiqh'-JDa'jS  for  the  Commodity  of  ail.  Mill, 
Woman  and  Child,     being  Parochial  Offi- 
cers,   cliofen   by  the  Inhabitants,    or  their 
Magiftratts,   fhoiild  be   very  acceptable   to 
all  Perfons :    And  yet  what  Reception  they 
Hieet  wjih  when    they     collect     their  Mo- 
ney, 
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ney,    what  four  Looks,    what  foul   Lan- 
guage,   and  fometimes   worfe,    is  too  well 
and  too  generally  known  to  be  farther  in- 
fifted  on  here  :  If  it  was  ever  fo  little  con- 
fider'd,    what  Sort  of  Creatures  the  Excife- 
•men  have  chiefly  to  do  with,  Alehoufemen, 
Brandymen,  and  the  like  ,    People  would 
think  the  Officers  good  enough    for    the 
Work  they  are  fet  upon  ;     but  it  is  not 
reafonable  to  conclude  from  thence,   that 
it  is  pretended  to  quarter  fuch  a  Fellow  on 
every  Trader  in  Tobacco  and  Wine,  tho' 
that  is  invidioufly  meant  to  terrify  Traders 
into  an  Abhorrence  of  the  Scheme.     It  be- 
came reafonable  Men  to  be  aflur'd,    that 
this  was  the  Cafe  before  they  fent  Word  of 
it   to  their  Reprefentatives,    for  none  but 
Children  and  Fools  cry    out   before   they 
are  hurt.    But  impartial  Perfons  cannot  help 
thinking,  that  the  main  Exception  is  to  the 
Office,  and  not  the  Officer,    and  that  the 
Goods  being  furvey'd,   gives  the   real  Of- 
fence, and  not  the  Behaviour  of  the  Sur- 
veyor.    Becaufe  it  is  moft  certain,  that  no 
Duty  can  be  regularly  levied  without  do- 
ing Juftice  to  the  Revenue,    as  well  as   to 
the  Trade,    and    no    fuch  Juftice  can    be 
done,  without  employing  fomebody   to  do 
it  i  who  Jet  him  be  who  and  what  he  will 
is  fure  never  to  be  in  the  good  Opinion  of 
thofe  who    think  they   fuifer  by  his  Dili- 
gence and  Fidelity,   which   I  dare  venture 
to  affirm  give  more   OlTence    than     Man- 
ners 
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ners  or  ill  Words,  and  they  both  are 
Things  fo  eafily  provided  againft  that  to 
name  them  is  trifling  and  ngxc  to  Imperti- 
nence. 

All  wife  Minifters  confider  chiefly  in  the 
Ways  and  Means  for  raifing  Money,  that 
every  Tax  iTiould  be  fo  equally  laid  that 
every  one  fliould  pay  in  Proportion  to.  his 
Fortune  and  Expence,  and  that  the  Impofi- 
tion  be  plac'd  on  fuch  Goods  as  are  for  Lu- 
xury or  Pleafure,  and  not  fuch  as  are  for 
the  Necefllcies  of  Life,  which  cannot  be 
fiid  of  Tobacco  and  Wine,  though  Habic 
his  made  them  almofl:  natural  to  us.  Since 
tliCn  it  is  allowed,  that  thofe  Commodities 
are  the  befl:  fuited  of  all  others  to  propor- 
tion an  Equality  of  Payment  by  tiie  Con- 
fumption.  Wife  Minifl:ers  cannot  ferve  their 
Country  better,  than  by  taking  Care  that 
the  Payment  be  really  and  in  Fa6l  equal  to 
the  Confumption,  which  no  Body  will  have 
jud  Caufe  to  complain  of,  becaufe  it  is  in 
his  Power  to  leflen  or  encreafe  it  as  he 
plcafes,  which  however  is  not  the  Cafe, 
even  in  Holland^  where  Liberty  h  furely  as 
well  underllood  and  as  dear  to  the  People 
as  in  England^  and  yet  not  only  Corn  bjat 
FleJJj  is  under  Excife,  which  probably 
would  not  be  fo  eaflly  born  with,  if  they 
had  Lands  enough  to  levy  Money  upon.  It 
is  true  the  Hollanders  are  commended  for 
laying  tlieir  Duties  on  Goods,  which  are 
not-of  the  Growth  of  their  Country,  they 

having 
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having  their  Fkih  from  Dgfunark,  r^nd  tiifir 
Corn  iromDantzick,  and  it  was  a  likeCon- 
flderation    that  induc'd  our  Legiflacure  to 
lay   the  prefent  Impofts    on    Tobacco   and 
IVirie^  which  are  much  more  of  the  Nature 
of  Taxable  Goods  than  Bread  and  Beef,  far 
which  the  Dukb  pay  Excife,   and  have  paid 
almoft  ever  fince  they   took  Arms  in  De- 
fence of  that   Liberty,    which   their   Excife 
has  enabled  them    to   preferve   again  ft  the 
Power   both  of  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria  and 
the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  who  hav^  both  en- 
deavour'd   in   their  Turn   to  enflave  them. 
And  ic   is  very  remarkable,  that   the  very 
firft  Excife,   which  was  levied  on  Goods   in 
England,  was  impos'd  by   the  very  Parlia- 
menr,  who  were  at  the  fame  Time  at  War 
with  the  Invaders  of  their  Liberty^  and  raif- 
ed  Money  by  an  Excife  to  maintain   that 
War,  which  proves  to  us,  that  fuch  Levy-; 
ing  of  Money  is  fo  far  from  being  of  Arhi^ 
trary,  that  it  is  of  Republican  Original,  and 
inftead  of  keepixig   up  an  Army  to  colled: 
it,  it  was  collefted  to  keep  up  an  Army  to 
fave  Religion,  Liberty  and  Property,  which 
is  the   prefent  Circumftance,    if  the  Argu^ 
ment  is   taken  in  its  full  Extent,  it  being 
for  the  Support  of  our  prefent  happy  Con- 
ftitution,  which  is  the  Support  of  our  All. 

When   the  Chimney- Money  Tax  was   in 
Being,   the  Clamour  againft  it  was  pretend- 
ed to  be  more  on   the  Account  of  the  Tax- 
men  than  pf  the  Tax  ;    yet  in  Truth  it  was 
B  the 
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the  Money  the  People  paid,  and  not  the 
Men  that  collated  ic,  that  gave  lb  much 
Difturbance  -,  for  afterwards  when  that  Tax 
was  taken  off,  with  a  little  too  much  Pre- 
cipitation, and  the  Expence  of  the  War 
encreas'd  the  Tax  upon  Land,  the  Slavery 
of  the  Chimney  Men  Vi^as  forgotten,  and  a 
certain  Knight  of  a  Shire  faid,  They  have 
eafed  us  of  a  Feather^  and  lay  a  Aiilftone  up- 
on us.  For  the  Difaffefted  and  the  Difguft- 
ed  have,  ever  fince  the  Revolution,  had  fome- 
thing  to  fay  againft  every  Propofal  whatfo- 
ever  which  came  from  the  Government  and 
was  for  its  Service.  They,  the  very  fame 
Men,  have  been  for  and  againft  Taxing 
Land,  for  and  againft  an  Excife,  as  it  fer- 
ved  a  Turn  and  fomented  an  Oppofition  to 
State  Meafures. 

At  the  latter  End  of  the  Seflions  of  Par- 
liament in  1 69 1,  there  was  a  Difcourfe  of 
changing  the  Method  of  raifing  the  Supply, 
which  began  to  run  the  Nation  into  the  Debt 
it  contracted  by  large  Difcount  and  Inte- 
reft  ;  to  prevent  which  it  was  thought  moft 
advifeabie  to  raife  the  Year's  Expence  with- 
in the  Year  by  Excifing  Goods  in  the  Hands 
oi  t^at  Retailers,  which  immediately  was  ex- 
claim'd  againft,  not  only  by  Jacobites  and 
Tories,  but  alfo  by  fome  Revolutioners,  par- 
ticularly by  a  Gentleman,  a  Member  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  who  had  been  ve- 
ry inftrumental  in  the  Revolution,  whofe 
Father    was    then    in    the    Treafury    and 

thought 
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thought,  as  the  other  Lords  did,  that  by 
raifing  the  Money  within  the  Year,  they 
fhould  prevent  an  immenfe  Debt  growing 
upon  the  Nation,  and  enable  it  to  carry 
on  the  War  with  moreEafe  and  Succefs,  all 
the  Supplies  anfwering  that  Way  with  great- 
er Quicknefs  and  Certainty. 

I  Ihall  have  Occafion  to  mention  fome  of 
the    beforemention*d     Gentleman's    Argu- 
ments, and  fhall  fhew  by  them,  that  as  plau- 
fible  as  they  feem*d  to  be,  they  were  equal- 
ly fraught  with  Sophiftry,  Fallacy  and  Dif- 
content.      However,    the  Oppolition   pre- 
vail'd  fo  far  that  the  old  Ways  and  Means 
were  purfu'd,   and  a  Debt  of  feveral  Mil- 
lions left  upon   the  Publick  at  the  Ehd  of 
King  William\  War,    which  the  very  fame 
Men,  who  made  the  Cry  againft  the  Excife^ 
that  would  have  prevented  it,    then  cried 
out  againft  as  an  EfFe6l  of  the  Mifmanage- 
ment  of   the  Miniftry,    who  ought,    faid 
they,  to  have  rais'd  the  Year's  Expence  in 
the  Tear^  and  not  have  made  the  Nation 
Bankrupt,  by  running  it  fo  in  Arrear.  Thus 
the  General  Excife  was  not  only  trump'd  up 
in  their  Pamphlets,  and   Lord  Hallifax   re- 
flefled  upon  for  not  falling  in  with  it,  which 
he  would  have  done  with  all  his  Heart,  if 
they  would  have  let  him,  but  Speeches  were 
made  within  Doors,   as  well  as  without,   to 
the   fime  Purpofe.     The  Danger  it  would 
have  been  to  Liberty  was  no   more  thought 
of,    por    the    Impertinence   nor  Infolence 
B  2  of 
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of  Exclfcmen^  but  all  the  Talk  was  the 
great  Advantages  that  would  have  accrued 
by  raifing  iht  Money  at  once  in  a  Way  fo 
fare  and  fo  fpeedy  :  And  indeed  as  to  the 
Ojficers  and  Hours  fo  much  excepted  and 
declaim'd  againft ,  thev  are  only  falfe 
Colours  hung  out  by  the  Oppofers  to  frigh- 
ten the  Weak  and  Timorous,  as  Dutch 
Seamen  have  painted  Granadiers  on  their 
Decks,  to  make  People  believe  they  are 
living  Soldiers,  when  they  are  only  a  Parcel 
of  wooden  Figures  that  will  hurt  no  Body, 
unlefs  you  fet  them  a  Fire. 

There  is  no  better  Way  of  making  a 
right  judgment  in  the  Confideration  of 
Matters  relating  to  the  Commonwealth  than 
lo  judge  by  Men  as  well  as  Things.  It  ne- 
ver fail'd  once,  and  is  the  Experience  of 
all  Ages.  Having"  not  Books  by  me,  I 
mufl:  make  ufe  of  Memory,  and  that  brings 
to  my  Mind  the  Story  of  a  Citizen  of  Rome^ 
who  going  to  the  Place  of  Eledion  for  Con- 
fuls  in  a  Sort  of  Doubt  how  to  give  his  Vote, 
met  with  a  Friend  of  his  coming  from  it, 
and  after  changing  a  Word  or  two  about 
the  Candi-dates,  he  demanded,  IP^bo  didfucb 
a  one  vcte  for  ?  His  Friend  told  him.  ^hen 
I  will  give  my  Vote  for  the  other^  faid  he, 
for  1  am  fure,  that  Man  never  did  nor  ever 
will  give  his  for  the  Good  vf  his  Count r'^. 
An  infallible  Rule,  which  whoever  goes  by 
will  never  be  miftaken  -,  for  a  Jacobite^  a 
Tory^  a  Grumbler^    as  fuch,    and  while    in 

the 
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the  PofTefTion  of  their  evil  Spirit,  can  no 
more  be  made  found  in  Principle,  than  a 
a  Negro  can  be  made  white  in  Complexion, 
and  therefore  every  good  Englidiman  when 
he  fees  thefe  Men  furiouily  promoting  Let- 
ters to  Reprefentatives,  or  AddrefTes  to  Par- 
liament, will  very  well  inform  himfelf  of 
theTruth  of  their Afiertions  and  theGrounds 
they  go  upon,  before  he  gives  into  any 
thing  they  offer,  and  will  always  fufpect 
there  is  Mifchief  at  the  Bottom.,  Annuls  in 
Herha^  whatever  Difguife  they  put  upon 
their  Intentions,  and  in  whatever  fair  Words 
they  cloath  their  Hypocrify  and  Malice. 
When  wellmeaning  Perfons  are  drawn  afide 
by  them,  it  fliould  be  enquir'd,  whether 
Self  Intereff,  Vanity,  Humour,  or  Igno- 
rance are  not  in  their  Compofition.  Whe- 
ther fome  may  not  do  it,  becaufe  they  hope 
to  get  by  it,  others  to  gain  fonie  Diftnitflion 
in  their  ProfelTion  and  Neighbourhood,  o- 
thers  out  of  a  Spirit  of  Oppofition  only, 
and  others  becaufe  they  know  not  what  it  is 
they  oppofe,  which  may  in  fome  wife  be 
(aid  of  all  of  them  as  to  a  New  Method  of 
Levying  the  Duties  on 'Tobacco  and  Wine  ; 
becaufe,  as  I  have  obferv'd,  not  one  of  them 
has  received  Light  enough  in  the  Matter  to 
qualify  him  for  any  Manner  of  Explanation, 
Qtherwife  than-  as  it  is  taking  the  Duty  of 
theict'/^i/^r,  inflead  of  the  Merchant^  is  turn- 
p^  by  Hirn  from  Cuftom  info  E^cife^    and 

the 
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the  Cujlom  koufe  OjjLcer   is    chriftened    an 
Excifeman. 

Was   it  not    equally    confounding    and 
/hocking  to  hear  Sir  Edward  Seymour,  Sir 
Chrijiopher   Mufgrave^   &:c.    in  King   IVil- 
UajTi's   Parliaments  tearing  their  Lungs   to 
cxprefs  their   Zeal  for   Liberty,    when   not 
many  Years  before  Seymour   was  addrefs'd 
againft  as  a  Betrayer  of  it,  and  Mufgrave*5 
Borough  of    Carlijle    fent    an  Addrefs   of 
Thanks   to   King  James    for  his  Standing 
Army  of  En^'ijh  and  Ir'ijli   Papijlsl',.    Yet 
thefe  Gentlemen   were   loudeft   in   the  Cry 
againft  the  Minifters  and  their  Meafures  in 
the   Reign  of  King  William,    the  Defender 
of  our  Liberty  as  well   as   of    our  Faith. 
Thefe   Men    v.-anted  not  RevoUers  among 
the.    RevoliUioners    to  encreafe  their  Party, 
and   the  Noife  they  made,    and   the  Cafe 
would  be  equally   lamentable  and  pitiful,  if 
after  fo   much  Experience  of  the  Falfhood 
of  their  Pretences,    and  the  Wickednefs  of 
their  Defigns,   good  EngliJJj  Men  fhould  be 
drawn  in  to  give  Ear  to  fuch  Men,  and   be 
mude  their  Tools  to  carry  Points,    which 
dirsdly  or   indiredlly    tend  to  the   Diftur- 
bance,    at  kaft,  if  not  to  the  Deftruftion 
of  the  Government. 

There  is  nothing  renders  the  falfe  Pre- 
tences of  thefe  pretended  Afiertors  of  Li- 
berty more  obvious  and  abfurd,  than  the 
Pradlicc  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Holland 

ill 
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in  laying  Excifes  on  the  Goods  abovemen- 
tioned,  and  having  Bureaux^  or  Offices,  in 
their  very  Markets,  which  certainly  have 
their  Officers  to  infpecl  and  coliedl  as  well 
as  their  Cuftomhoufes  :  and  yet,  though  I 
have  been  told,  that  at  Amfierdam^  a  Difh 
of  Fi(h,  with  its  Sauce,  before  it  be  ferved 
up  to  Table,  pays  Excife  Thirty  feveral 
Times,  there  was  never  a  Whifper  in  that 
Country  which  fhew'd  the  leaft  Jealoufy  of 
thair  Libert fs  being  endanger'd  by  it.  The 
Vanity  of  this  Conceit  will  farther  appear 
by  the  Pra<5lice  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Venice^  who  boaft  of  being  the  oldeft  and 
freeft  People  in  the  World  ;  and  yet  harbour 
among  them  almofl:  as  many  Excifemen^  as 
they  are  now  call'd  here,  as  there  are  Gon- 
/i«/iVn  on  both  Sides  of  the  Rialto.  See  an 
Account  of  this  in  a  Political  Tradl  pub- 
blilh'd  in  the  Year  i68^. 

"  None  will  fay  the  Commonwealth  of 
*'  Venice  is  a  poor  State,  though  all  mult 
'*  own,  that  they  lie  under  heavy  Taxes, 
"  infomuch  that  it  is  believ'd  in  thofe 
"  Countries,  that  the  Chr'ijlians  under  the 
**  ^urk^  are  fubjed  to  lefs  Impofitions  than 
**  fuch  as  are  under  the  Venefirns^  where 
"  befides  great  Cuftoms  upon  all  Merchan- 
*'  dizes,  they  pay  Excife  for  every  Bit  of 
*'  Bread  and  Meat,  nay  for  the  very  Salt 
**  they  ear,  and  after  ail  this,  the  poordt 
'»  Labourer  pays  his  P^//- Money,  and  yet 

'*  where 
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where  is  there  a  Richer  People  ;'  and, 
*'  which  can  be  faid  of  no  Government, 
*'•  either  Chrijtian  or  Heathen  in  the  known 
"  World  of  fuch  Antiquity ,  without 
"  Change,  though  pefter'd  with  continual 
"  Wars,  at  one  Time,  for  the  Space  of  Se- 
*'  ven  Years,  they  had  all  the  Chriftian 
*'  Princes  m  Europe  m  a  League  and  War 
«'  againft  them,  except  England  " 

Which  is  more  than  fufficient  to  demon- 
ftrate,  that  the  aifedted  Fears  of  Lofs  of 
Liberty  by  raifing  Money  as  the  Venetians 
and  Dalcb  Commonwealths  do  by  Excifes, 
efpecially  on  Goods  "that  are  confum'd  in 
Luxury  and  Pleafure,  are  groundlefs  and 
chiratrricd,  and  the  Experience  of  thefe  Re- 
pubiicks  a  good  Lefibn  to  all  Lovers  oi 
their  Country  whether  in  or  out  of  the  Ma- 
nagement. 

The  Truth  is.  All  who  fet  themfelves  a- 
gainft  this  equal,  fpeedy  and  fure  Way  of 
raifing  Money,  as  Men  always  do  who  are 
on  the  wrong  Side  of  an  Argument^  endea*- 
vour  to  fupply  with  Artifice  and  i\(rurance 
what  they  want  in  Reafon  and  Truth.  They 
terrify  People  with  Things  which  never 
come  to  p-ifs,  and  argue  from  Premifes 
which  were  never  thought  of.  Thus  the 
Author  Of  the  Treatife  againil  Excifc  For- 
ty Yt-ars  ago  enumerating  the  Mifchiefs 
that  wouid  arife  from  it  among  other  Par- 
ticulars   names   that  of  Mah^    which  was 
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excis'd  a  few  Years  after,  and  has  Gontinu'^ 
ib  ever  fince  to  the  great  Eafe  of  Land 
and  every  thing  elfe,  that  might  be  fubjed:- 
ed  to  Duty.  He  fays,  If  an  Excife  JJjoul/} 
he  laid  upon  Malt,  where  will  the  Eurden  lie? 
The  Price  of  it  will  certainly  fnk  in  the  Coun- 
try, for  Want  of  Confuwption^  by  Reafun  of 
the  New  Impofition.  The  Brewers  in  Qreat 
Cities  andTowns,  fuch  as  London,  Briflol, 
Exeter,  Norwich,  ^c.  will  be  the  only 
Gainers,  fince  they  will  buy  their  Male  cheapo 
and  fell  their  Drink  as  dear  or  dearer  thaP' 
hefore,  and  the  poor  Farmer  muft  bear  tkif 
Lofs,  which  will  quickly  be  the  Caufe  of  throw- 
ing up  the  Lands  in  all  Parts  of  the  Kingdom. 
Every  Word  of  which  is  prov'd  falfe  by  the 
EfFefls  of  the  Malt-Tax  or  Excife.  The 
Price  of  Malt  inllead  of  finking  rofe  upon 
it.  The  Confumption  is  as  great  or  greater 
than  ever,  the  l^rewers  fell  their  Beer  and 
Ale  as  cheap  as  they  us'd  to  do,  but  buy 
their  Malt  dearer  •,  the  Abatement  in  the 
Goodnefs  of  their  Drink  being  more  than 
equivalent  to  the  Tax  upoh  Malt,  and  there 
is  more  Barley  fown  in  England  now  than 
■was  before  that  Tax  was  laid.  When  Beer 
and  Ale  were  firft  excis'd  a  Leading  Mem- 
ber in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  fptaking  a- 
gainft  it  faid,  It  would  be  the  giving  away 
all  the  Barley  Lands  in  the  Kingdom.  The 
Contrary  of  which  has  been,  in  Fad,  the 
Truth:  But  xhtk  Party- Politicians  endea- 
vour firft  to  raife  Mifts  before  the  People's 
C  Eyes, 


[i8  ] 


Eyes,  and  then  palm  upon  them  their  Bttg- 
hears  and  Sacrecrows  to  frighten  them  out 
of  the  Ufe  of  their  fober  Underftandings, 
and  make  them  believe  whatever  is  told 
them,  efpecialiy  when  it  comes  from  Per- 
fons  that  wear  the  Vizar  of  Patriotifm,  as 
moll  of  their  Corrupters  have  done  ever 
fince  the  vibdication. 

One  of  them  in  an  Harangue  againfl  ^^- 
cifes  fays,  Ten  ivill  have  miferable  Fellows 
come  into  your  Hcnfes  like  Searchers^  as  if  you 
hid  fofne  Cri?ni,':al,  or  conceaVd  fame  Arms 
cr  Papers  to  the  Prejudice  of  the  Govern- 
ment. What  follows  is  exactly  in  the  Stile 
and  Manner  of  our  Modern  Cato^s^  It 
could  not  enter  iiJ.o  \cur  Heads  that  a  Leg  of 
Mutton  ought  to  be  f::fpe8ed  for  Treafon^  or 
a  Loin  of  Beef.,  which  -was  thought  worthy  to 
he  knighted  by  fome  of  our  Kings.,  fhoidd  he 
accused  of  Confpiracy  againji  the  State. 

This  is  fome  of  the  Sophiftry  and  Fal- 
lacy before  mcntion'd.  The  Tobacco- 
Man's  Mutton  and  Beef  v/ill  never  be 
fufpefted,  nor  in  Danger  of  Imbezzlemenc 
by  the  Officer,  but  his  Tobacco  Cellar  may 
very  reafonably  lie  under  Sufpicion,  v/hen 
by  every  Pound  he  fnay  run  he  puts  a 
Groat  or  Five-Pence  in  his  Pocket,  and  it 
is  as  reafonable  that  there  ihould  be  Of- 
ficers to  fearch  for  fmuggled  Merchandife, 
or  prevent  the  Smugghng,  as  that  Con- 
ftables  and  Tithing- men  fliould  fearch  for 
Stolen  Goods,  when  and  where  it  is  judg'd 
<■  necellary. 
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necenfiry,  fmuggled  Goods  being  as   macii 
ftolen   Goods  in   that   Proportion  of  their 
Value,  which  is  due   to  the   Pubhck,    as 
any  chat   are    purchased  of  Houfebreakers 
and    Pickpockets.      And   yet  who   would 
have  the   Power  of  Searching  taken  from 
Conftables  and   Tithing-men  to  avoid   hav- 
ing  rheir   Hoafes  vificed  by  fuch   miferahle 
Fellows^  as  chat  great  Patriot  calls  the  Of- 
ficers of  i\iQ.  Revenue.     All   Duties  are  the 
Property  of  the  State,    in  the  Welflire  of 
which   every  Subjed   is  concern'd  and  in- 
jured in  the   Wrong  done  it,  which  makes 
the  Care  of  Receiving  them  as  important 
a  Service  as  can   be  render'd  the  Nation  in 
general    and   particular,    confider'd  as   one 
Body  Politick,   which  cannot  be  fupporced 
without  Expence,  and  the  better  the  Funds 
given  for  that  Ufe  come  out,  the  Expence 
will  be  the  eafier  and  the  lefs  burthenfome 
to  thofe    that  contribute    towards  it.     But 
to  return  to  what  my  Merchant  writes  me. 

*'  I  do  folemnly  and  in  good  Earned  af- 
*^  fare  you  that  Seven  in  Eight  of  our  Cla- 
*'  mourers  at  an  Exc'ife  are  a  Set  of  ftub- 
"  born  noify  Sheep  following  one  another. 
"  How  eafy  is  it  to  get  Hands  to  a  mean 
"  fcurrilous  Ballad  had  one  a  Mind  to  try 
*'  it?  Some  of  thofe  that  have  made  the 
"  greateft  Clamour  in  Publick,  havi  in 
'*  private  Converfation,  talking  of  the  To- 
*'  hacco  Trade,  aflurM  me,  they  thought  it 
*^  would  be  much  better  for  them  if  it  was 
C  2  ^'  pru* 
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prudently  excifed^  (o  as  to  keep  the 
Traders  free  from  the  Impertinency  of 
the  Excifemen,  than  it  is  now  under  C«- 
Jiom  :  But  the  rafh,  the  heady  and  noify, 
and  their  Followers,  the  Mob,  do  not 
think  at  all :  Thisis  plain  and  felf-evident, 
that  fuppofing  Virginia  Tobacco,  take  one 
Hog^jead  with  another,  leaves  the  Com- 
mi]fion-man  45  or  40  s.  a  Hog/head  be- 
hind it  for  his  CommiJJions^  Charges,  Dif- 
counts,  &CC.  and  MarylandToha.cco  about 
I  as  much,  which  every  Body  grants  it 
does,  a  furprizing  Sum  out  of  a  Hog- 
Jheado^  Tobacco,  which  clear  of  Cufloni 
and  all  Charges  may  not  make  neat  50J. 
I  fay  fuppofing  each  of  the  Provinces 
Ships  have  the  Ikme  Quantity,  then  one 
with  another  they  Jeave  the  Commijficn- 
man  30J,  a  Hog/head.  Now  fuppofe  it 
be  admitted  Dutyfree,  the  Charges  can- 
not be  more  than  on  a  Hogjhead  ot  Sugar, 
v^hich  is  not  above  lo.t.  fo  all  our  Sur- 
plus Tobacco  would  go  to  our  Neigh- 
bours about  30  J.  a  HogPjead  cheaper 
than  now,  which  is  near  an  Halfpenny  a 
Pound  ;  What  can  you  think  of  a  Cry 
againft  this  ?  1  cannot  help  being  very 
chagrin  at  it,  and  to  fee  even  fome  JVhigs 
who  have  no  immediate  Concern  in  the 
Thing,  to  join  in  with  it  only  to  in- 
dulge their  ill  Humours.  I  was  not  fur- 
priz'd  to  hear  the  CommiJJionr/ian  bellow 
upon  it,  or  tliat   he  fent  inflammatory 

*'  Letters 
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"  Letters  about  the  Country  to  fet  People 
**  againft  what  they  know  nothing  of.  ** 
They  take  him  to  he  a  Virginia  Merchant  or 
Planter  whofe  whole  Subllance  is  the  Commo- 
dity he  deals  in^  and  coitfequently  that  he  is  an 
infallible  Judge  of  the  Trade,  while,  in  Rea- 
lity, this  Virginia  Merchant  does  cnly  take 
one  half  of  the  Hogfhead  £?/ Tobacco  for  his 
Share  in  Commijfon^  Dif counts,  &c.  and 
leaves  the  other  half  to  the  Plainter  to  maintain 
himfelf.  Wife,  Children  and  Servants,  and 
keep  his  Plantation  at  Work  for  this  Com- 
miflion-man'j  Benefit,  who  takes  Commif- 
fion  for  the  Cuftoms,  and  will  have  none 
hut  for  the  firfi  Coji,  Freight,  &c.  when 
Tobacco  is  under  Excife.  My  Merchant 
adds, 

*'  Since  the  Excife  c^m^  to  be  the  Sub- 
*''je6t  of  Converfation,  how  often  have  I 
*«  heard  feveral  of  our  Virginia  Commijfion- 
*'  men  taking  Airs  to  themfelves,  faying, 
*'  jD — —n  Tobacco,  Who'll  fell  it  for  3,  4, 
*'  cr  5  Shillings  a  Hogfhead?  Does  this 
"  require  an  Anfwer  ?  They  are  not  ufed 
'«  to  the  Courfe  of  CommilTion  Bufinefs. 
"  Who  will,  fay  T,  buy  5"//^^  at  ijperC? 
*'  Why  1000  Men  inEurope  worth  50000/, 
'^  a  Man,  and  lb  of  Copper,  Lead,  Tin, 
"  &c.  Who  will  fell  Sugar  for  7  or  8j. 
"  2L  Hundred,  Hemp  for  7  or  8/.  a  Bale  P 
"  Why  any  one  will,  as  good  Men  as  they 
"  ai  e.  You  know  all  this.  I  do  not  fpeak 
"  to  one  that  is  a  Stranger  Co  thefe  Things.- 

"  They 
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"  They  want  to  Jearn   the  common  Me- 
*'  thods  of  Trade,  in  which  perhaps  they 
*'  will  do  better  than  fo  many  of  them  have 
*'  done,   by  getting  the  poor  P/<3;z/<?rj  little 
*'  Share,  and  the  Government's  great  Share 
"  into  their  Hands,  and  leaving  the   D— I 
*'  to  pay  the  Guftomhoufe  Bonds,  making 
*'•  a  F'igure  for  fome   Time,  and  then  va- 
*'  nifhing.     You   and   I  have  feen  a  good 
"  deal  of  this  ;  I  mean  of  Merchants  get- 
"  ting  inco  Debt  at  the  Cujlo'mhoufe,  look- 
"  ing  on  all  the  Money  in  their  Pockets  as 
*'  their  own,  till   at  laft  the  Idol  breaks  to 
"  pieces.     The  Temptation  to  this  and  the 
*'  Mifchief  that  attends  it  would  be   in   a 
*'  great  Meafure  prevented,  if  the  Duty  on 
*'  Tobacco  v/as  paid  by  the  Retailer^  and  the 
*'  Value   of  it"  or  more  receiv'd   by  him 
"  again  of  the  Co/;/vw^r,     The  Commijfion- 
"  man  would  not  receive  his  Money  by  fuch 
*'  great   Sums,    and  confequently,    though 
"  his  CoiTimifiion   would  be  the  lefs,  his 
"  Temptation    to    mifapply    the    Money 
*'  wont  be  fo  too,    and  the  Planter  who 
*'  employs  him,  having  a  greater  Produce 
''  from  his  Goods,  would  make  the  fafer 
*'  ar.d    better  Correfpondent,    v/hich    with 
*<•  Frugality  and  Induftry  would  probably 
*'  in  a  due  Courfe  of  Time  turn   more  to 
"  his  Account  than  his   prcfent  exorbitant 
*'  Commiffion." 

It  will  be  obfervM,  that  I  have  avoided 
raking  any  the  leafi  Notice  cf  the  tedious 

and 
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and  trifling  Declamations  of  the  Craftfman^ 
and  other  Fa6lious  Writers  agninft  a  New 
Method  of  Levying  the  Duties  on  Tobacco 
and  Wine,  and  have  not  much  more  re- 
garded the  nonfenflcal  and  whimfical  Let- 
ters which  have  been  fent  into  the  Country 
in  Order  to  be  fign'd,  and  fent  back  to 
London  as  Inftruftions  to  Members  of  Par- 
liament in  an  Affair  the  Letter- Writers  knew 
no  more  of  than  of  the  Longitude  or  Grand 
Elixir,  becaufe  as  my  Friend  the  Merchant 
did  really  write  me,  there  is  not  one  Word 
in  them  All  worth  anfwering  ;  but  having 
before  me  a  Treatife  on  this  Subjed:  writ- 
ten by  a  Whig  Member,  when  he  was  out 
of  Humour  with  King  William's  Miniftry, 
becaufe  he  was  not  at  the  Llead  of  it,  it  is 
worth  v/hile  to  confider  what  he  fays,  the 
Gentleman  being  a  Man  of  Senfe,  and, 
difguited  as  he  was,  of  more  Temper  and 
Moderation  than  any  of  Caleb  Danvers's 
Mailers  and  Fellow-labourers  in  Fadion, 
Falfhood  and  Scandal.  He  fays,  fpeakinj^ 
againft  Excife,  The  greaieft  Excifes  zvbicb 
are  laid  in  Holland  are  upon  Co7nmodiiies 
which  are  not  of  the  Growth  of  the  Conniry, 
■  fo  that  by  loading  them  they  oblige  their  People 
to  confume  the  Goods  of  their  own  Growth. 
which  he  recommends  as  a  laudable  Prac- 
tice, and  thus  far  does  he  agree  v/ith  thri 
Duties  on  Wine,  bcc.  of  which  he  would 
not  have  complain'd,  all  his  Care  being  to 
guard  Things  growing  im  this  Kingdo?n  fro 
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,  Excife.  But  the  Go  m  modi  ties  now  in  Que- 
ilion  are  foreign  Goods  that  we  can  be 
>.  without,  and  are  confuni'd  more  by  Luxu- 
ry and  Pleafure  than  Neceility  or  Conve- 
nience, and  every  one  allows  that  no  Goods 
or  Merchandife  can  better  bear  Duty  than 
tobacco  and  -Wine^  which  being  out  of 
doubt,  it  remains  only  to  find  out  which 
way  of  raifing  it  will  beft  fecure  the  Pay- 
ment. Every  one  agrees,  that  by  Receiv- 
ing it  of  the  Retailer  the  Frauds  of  unfair 
Traiders  will    be  in   a  great  Meafure  pre- 

,  vented,  and  the  Duty  confequently  bring 
in  by  that  Means  fo  much  more  than  the 
prefent  Receipt,  as  will  defray  the  Charge 
of  Collecting,    not  only    that,     but  other 

.  Branches  of  the  Revenue.  Nay,  it  is  more 
than  probuble,    that  the  Receipt  will,  by 

.  this  Means,  be  fo  aug,mented  as  to  make 
an  Equivalent  for  the  prefent  Land-Tax, 
which  is  a  Reafon  for  ir  that  has  fo  mcuh 
Weight  in  it  as  to  make  it  ^y^atter  of  Won- 
der to  fee  an  Excifeman's  Impertinence  put. 
into  the  Scale  againd  it.     We  will  not  fup- 

.  pofe,  that  the  Dutch  Excife  Officers  are 
better  bred  than  thofe  in  Englandy  yet  the 
Hollanders  bear  with  them  contentedly,    be- 

.  caufe  their  Offices  are  abfolutcly  neceffary 
for  the  Service  of  the  State  in  which  the 
whole  Community  is  ferv'd.  The  fame 
doubtlefs  is  the  Cafe  of  the  Vefietians^  FIq^ 
rent'ines  and  others,  who  almoft  always  raife 
their  Taxes  by  Excifes.     For  as  to  the  Flo- 
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nntines^  though  they  have  been  Two  hun- 
dred Years  under  the  Tyranny  of  the  Houfe 
of  Medkis,  yet  we  may  well  conclude,  that 
the  Dukes  of  Florence  continued  the  old 
Method  of  raifing  Money  pra(ftis*d  by  the 
Florentines  when  they  were  a  Repiihlick^ 
^pd  this  Subje<^  being  thrown  in  my  way 
I  beg  Leave  to  repeat  a  Paffage  or  two 
out  of  the  Traft  publilh'd  in  the  Year 
1689. 

**  The  Way  of  Excif^  is  much  us'd  in 
*•  the  United  Provinces^  which  we  fhould 
•'  here  think  intolerable  to  be  laid  on  eye- 
*•*  ry  Bit  which  we  eat,  but  there  it  is  found 
V**  ufeful  and  Time  has  made  it  natural  to 
"  the  People  :  So  in  Venice  and  other  Parts. 
^^  The  great  Duke  of  Florence  does  the 
^'  fame,  by  raifing  moit  of  his  Revenue 
*'  upon  Confumptions  in  his  own  Domini* 
*•<  ons,  which  indeed  feem  of  all  Taxes  the 
'«  moft  equal,  for  that  no  Man  by  it  can 
*'  be  faid  to  be  opprefs'd,  he  being  his 
•*'  own  AflTcffor  and  pays  but  what  he  pleafes 
"  according  to  his  Expence  ;  but  laying  it 
'*  as  they  do  in  the  United  Provincej  upon 
«  the  Food  of  the  Poor  might  be  thought 
r«*  a  Grievance,  if  that  and  one  Defcd  more 
•'*  could  be  remedied,  not  the  Company  of 
*'  Excifemen^  there  could  be  nothing  faid 
•*'  againft  this  Tax  ;  and  that  is,  the  rich 
*'  Mifcr,  who  ftarves  his  miferable  Body, 
^«'  goes  moft  free,  therefore  as  to  him  1 
*'  have  before  given  my  Opinion  how  he 
p  •'  might 
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••  might  be  reach -d.  Where  this  Excife  is 
«'  moft  us'd,  {Pray  mind  this  for  it  confirms 
**  the  Judgment  of  my  Merchant)  Impor- 
««  tations  and  Exportations  are  moft  eas*d, 
«'  by  which  Means  Trade  is  greatly  im- 
*•  proved,  and  at  the  frme  time  the  Levies 
«*"  to  the  State  much  augmented,  for  that 
**  the  Expence  of  thofe  Merchants  and 
«*  Seamen  that  repair  thither,  though  they 
««  often  fell  nothing,  but  come  to-fee"  a 
««  Market,   is  confiderable.'* 

This  is  a  Confirmation  of  my  Merchant's 
Judgment,  and  indeed  the  Thing  fpeaks  it- 
felf.  If  Traders  were  made  more  eafy  at 
the  Keys  Trade  would  encreafe,  Merchan- 
dife  be  fold  cheaper  in  our  own  Market, 
and  confequently  would  be  more  vendible 
in  the  Markets  abroad,  which  would  be 
an  efFeftual,  as  it  is  the  only.  Means  for  us 
to  come  in  with  the  Dutch  in  the  Profit  they 
make  of  being  the  Carriers  and  Storekeep- 
ers of  Europe,  If  this  holds  good  in  a 
general  Argument,  it  muft  in  a  particular 
one  much  more,  and  efpecially  in  the  Ar- 
ticles now  talk*d  of,  fince  probably  the 
Merchandife  to  be  eas*d  at  the  Key  is  like- 
ly to  pay  above  twice  as  much  at  the  Shop 
at  the  fame  Rate  it  is  now  charg*d  with  by 
Law. 

It  is  computed,  that  there  are  about 
60000  Hoglheads  of  Tobacco  imported 
yearly  from  Virginia  and  Maryland,  which 
at  72o/'/jWeighteacb  fliouldpay  14/.  5J.  a 
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Hogfhead  :  In  all  855000/.  out  of  which 
muft   be  deduced  two  Thirds  for  Draw- 
backs  by  Exportation    570000   pds  ;    fo 
there  remains  285000/.  for  the  Home  Con- 
fumption,  to  which  if  we  add  an  Eleventh 
Part  for  Bulk  Tobacco,  brought  over  thus 
in  order  to  be  fmuggled,    and  that  which  is 
run  in  the  Hogfhead  or  after  it  is  taken 
out  of  the  Hogfhead,    and  the  Staves  flung 
into  the  Sea  or  River,    the  whole  Amount 
of  theCuftoms  would  be  356000/.  yearly^ 
and  it  has  not  come  to  above  180000/, 
yearly,  clear  in  the  prefent  Way  of  Col- 
ledion,  by  which  it  appears,  that  there  is 
pretty  near  as  much  loft  to  the  Publick 
Revenue,  as  is  received,  and  as  the  Lofs  in 
the  Duties  upon  IVine  is  computed  to  be 
more  even  than  that  in  thofQ  on  Tobacco^ 
put  both  together  and  you  will  find  they 
do  not  fall  far  Ihort  of  12  d.   in  the  Pound 
upon  Land,  which  however  the  Wifdom  of 
the  Nation  will  always  find  Ufe  for,  if  Peo- 
ple are  fo  fond  of  paying  it  that  nothing 
clfe  will  content  them.     All  the  Frauds  by 
which  thefe  Branches  of  the  Revenue  fuffer 
fo  much  will  be  prevented,  ifthei?^/iz/7<?r  pays 
the  Duty,  and  will  be  fo  good  as  to  let  fome- 
body  el  fe  be  fides  himfelf  or  his  Servants  take 
an  Account  of  the  Wares  the  Law  obliges 
him  to  pay  for.  That  this  Retailer  is  in  a  fair 
Way  of  making  himfelf  more  than  whole  for 
fuch  Payment  in  the  Price  of  his  Commo- 
dity   is  plain,    by  the  Pra6tice  of    thofe 
Tradefmen  whofe  Commodities  are  already 
D  2  under 
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undef  ■  Excife.'  '  ^ht ''  Tallow-  Chdndler  aiid 
Shoernahr  \\2iv\T\^  n\'€n  the  Pric6  of  their 
"Wares  above  double'  the  Value  of  the  Ex- 
cife  on  Leather  and  Candles,  knd  theGon- 
furaption  is  not  a  Whit  the  lefs,  as  it  is 
yainJy  pretended,  would  be  the  Cafe  of  To- 
hacto  and  fVine.  Whereas'  it  is  moft  cer- 
tain, the  People  are  generally  fo  bewitch'd 
\6  Smoaking  that  they  would  rather  abat^ 
of  their  Bread  than  their  Tobacco.  And  as 
to  PTine  one  may  gqefs  how  ftrong  their 
X^ufl:  after  it  is,  by  their  paying  for  Stum 
Cyder,  6f<r.  inftead  of  it,  as  they  do  daily, 
which  is  a  much  greater  Tax  upon  them 
than  an  Excifi  inflead  of  Cujlom  would  be, 
and  by  the  former  they  will  be  delivered 
from  the  Danger  they  are  in  of  being  both 
cheated  and  poifon'd  by  the  Cooper  or  Vint- 
ner, who  will  not  be  willing  to  pay  a  Groat 
a  Quart  Duty  foir  Stuff  which  perhaps  they 
make  for  Two  pence,  fo  that  take  this  new 
Method  of  Levying  it  in  what  View  you 
will  there  appears  Advantage  to  every  one 
that  deals  fairly  in  the  Commodities  we  are 
treating  of,  and  to  the  Publick  Revenue  in 
which  all  are  interefted.  There  rcmairis 
then  none  to  ftand  out  iri  Oppofition  to  this 
Method,  but  thofe  who  have  Intercft  in  fo 
doing  feperate  from  that  of  the  Publick  ; 
and  v/hether  that  is  worth  conlidering  when 
the  other  is  in  Queftion  is  what,  J  believe, 
will  never  come  into  Debate. 
It  will  be  very  natural  for  all   who  read 
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rhefc  few  P^es  to  obje6t^_  Are  not  many  of 
the  Merchaats  that  ppppf^.this  new  Method 
Merrof  Senfe  and  Honour,  and  would  they 
be  ib  earneft-againft  it  without  good  Rea- 
fons  for  it  ?  1  muft  anfwer  in  the  Words  of 
my  Mercfaanr>  a  Man  of  equal  Senfe  and 
Honour  with  the  beft  of  them.  That  if  they 
have  fuch  good  Reafons  they  have  kept  them 
to  themfelves,  as  clofe  as  tht  Scheme  was  kept 
from  them,  and  nothing  like  it  has  yet  ap- 
f)ear'd  in  any  Thing  that  has  come  from 
them  concerning  it.  Men  of  Senfe  and  Ho- 
nour are  fometimes  blinded  as  well  as  others 
by  their  Paflion,  Intereft  which  never  lies, 
as  it  is  faid,  is  however  very  often  miftaken, 
and  in  thePurfuit  of  it,  whether  real  or  ima- 
ginary. Men  very  often  forget  themfelves, 
and  in  that  Inftance  their  Senfe  and  their 
Honour  are  a  while  fufpended.  If  they  op- 
pofe  an  Opinion  under  the  Biafs  of  Incerelt, 
whether  imaginary  or  real,  it  is  all  one  to 
them,  their  Thoughts  lean  all  that  Way,  and 
they  keep  themfelves  Strangers  to  every 
Thing  that  may  be  faid  againft  it. 

If  a  fair  Trader  who  has  the  Frauds  of 
the  unfair  one  in  Abhorrence,  jpiins  with 
him  however  in  Oppofition  to  a  Scheme  he 
thinks  would  be  prejudicial  to  his  Trade : 
Such  an  one  doubtlefs  dbes  To,  either  be- 
caufe  the  Retailers  he  deals  with  reprefent 
to  him  that  their  very  Trade  will  be  at  an 
End,  if  fuch  a  Reftraint  is  pat  upoji  it :  or, 
becaufc  he  is  jealous  that  any  Alteration  in 
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the  Management  of  it  will  be  for  the  worfe, 
that  he  knows  now  what  he  has  to  do,  but 
knows  not  what  he  (hall  have  to  do  then, 
and  Intereft  is  fo  delicate  in  all  its  Concerns 
that  it  is  very  often  as  much  frighted  with 
Shadows  as  Subftances,  which  will  not  be 
faid  to  be  a  good  Reafon  why  in  Confidera- 
tion  of  fuch  groundlefs  Jealoufies  the  Wif- 
dom  of  the  Nation  fliould  not  ufe  all  reafo- 
nable  Means  to  fecure  and  improve  the  Pub- 
blick  Revenue  on  which  the  Prefervation  of 
the  whole  fo  much  depends. 

As  for  the  Reft  of  the  Members  of  this 
Oppolition,  which  are  more  than  Ninety- 
nine  in  an  Hundred  of  the  whole,  they  are 
either'thofe  that  have  been  and  intend  to  be 
unfair  Traders,  or  thofe  that  have  fome 
how  or  other  Dependance  upon  them,  and 
both  Deceivers  and  Deceived  are  work*d  in- 
to it  by  the  Ferment  which  the  Craftfmen, 
and  their  Emiflaries,  have  induftrioufly  rai- 
fed,  being  in  Truth  as  much  Enemies  to 
the  Peace  and  true  Intereft  of  their  Country 
as  the  Earberfs  and  Fo^s.  This  is  fo  no- 
torious that  it  is  avow'd  and  boafted  of  as 
an  Inftance  of  the  Succefs  of  their  fadious 
and  feditlous  Clamour,  to  the  great  Scan- 
dal and  Grief  of  all  fober  and  judicious 
Perfons,  who  have  nothing  fo  much  at 
Heart  as  the  Safety,  Welfare  and  Happi- 
nefs  of  the  Commonwealt. 

But  fome  fay.  We  do  believe  and  allow 
that  the  New  Method  for  Levying  the  Du- 
ties 
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ties  on  Tobacco  and  Wine  will  encreafe  the 
Revenue  probably  to  a  Sum  equivalent  to 
what  is  faid  of  it,  but  then  it  is  giving  too 
much^to,  and  putting  us  too  much  in  the 
Power  of  the  Crown.  This  is  incompara- 
ble Jargon  ;  the  giving  Part  is  over,  the 
Duties  are  given,  and  have  been  long  gi- 
ven, but  they  have  not  been  paid  as  the 
Law  requires.  The  Publick  have  in  all 
Likelihood  been  defrauded  of  more  than  a 
Third  Part  of  the  Amount  of  the  National 
Debts  in  the  Cuftoms  of  thefe  Articles  fince 
they  were  impos'd.  The  Debate  is  not  now 
whether  the  Duty  fhall  be  given,  but  whe- 
ther it  fhall  be  paid,  and  whether  the  Re- 
tailers paying  it  is  not  the  fure  Means  to 
obtain  that  End.  As  to  putting  us  in  the 
Power  of  the  Crown,  I  know  not  what  is 
meant  by  the  Crown  in  a  Revolution  Govern- 
ment, but  the  Conjlilution,  or  the  Executive 
Power  of  the  Lav/s  of  our  own  making, 
which  *tis  alike  impoffible  for  a  King  or  a 
State  to  execute  themfelves,  and  therefore 
they  muft  necefTarily  have  Officers,  who 
can  have  no  more  Power  than  thofe  Laws 
have  given  them,  in  a  Government  founded 
on  Revolution  Principles,  the  chief  of  which 
is  that  of  Liberty y  not  in  the  Sound  of  the 
Word  only,  as  the  Craft/men  and  Murmu- 
rers  make  it,  but  in  a  due  Obfervance  of  the 
Laws,  and  a  hearty  Concern  for  the  Peace 
and  Profperity  of  the  Nation,  which  in- 
cludes a  ready  Obedience  to  the  King,  their 
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Head,  and  Refpeft  for  thofc  Miniftew  who 
faithfully  and  ably  fervc  Him,  King  IVil- 
liam  ipld  his  Parliaments  more  than  once. 
That  His  and  His  People's  Intercft  was  one 
and  the  fame  Thing,  and  could  not  be  fe- 
perated.  Queen  Anne  afted  as  if  fhe 
thought  what  King  fVilliam  faid,  till  Qvc 
fuffer'd  hcrfelf  lo  be  led  afide  by  evil  and 
pernicious  Cour  fels  in  the  four  laft  Years  of 
her  Reign.  His  Late  Majefty  K.  George  I. 
was  wont  to  fay..  The  Parliament  knew 
beil  what  they  ftood  in  need  of,  and  He 
(hould  be  always  glad  to  join  with  them  in 
any  Thing  they  thought  would  be  for  the 
Good  of  the  Publick.  His  prcfent  Majefty 
has  in  the  whole  Courfe  of  his  Government 
(hewn  himfelf  to  be  as  much  the  Father  erf 
our  Country,  as  if  he  was  f©  by  Nature,  as 
well  as  by  His  Royal  Dignity  and  Charac- 
ter. And^as  thefe  great  and  good  Revolu- 
tion Princes  have  always  adbed  as  if  they 
thought  they  could  not  do  too  much  for  us, 
mcthinks  ic  was  and  is  equally  ungrateful 
and  unjeft  to  give  them  the  invidious  Name 
of  the  Cruwny  and  then  caution  us  to  have 
a  Care  what  we  do  for  it.  Thefe  Thing* 
are  cafily  feen  through,?  and  are  the  thin 
Difgoifes  of  Faftion  to  difturb  and  perplex 
the  A dminift ration,  and  conceal  Oefigns, 
which  as  fhamelefs  as  the  Fadious  are,  they 
arc  a(ham*d  to  own. 
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